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Rooms With A View | This beachfront
home (THis Pace), designed by Bartels-
Pagliaro Architects, is one room deep,
providing a water view in each room.
Geometry Lesson | Roger Bartels’
signature curve (opposiTe) allows the eye to
e gh the kitchen into the family
ome C ther stools from
) P

-
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Approaching this beachfront home, the tan st
gives the impression that you’re looking at a rather whimsi
sensuous curves seem like they were smoothed

window O-StOry turrets seen

unprce
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House Aglow | Virtually the entire back of the house (tHis pace) is constructed of windows, allowing pond views in every room. Best Seat In Town | A perfectly placed window seat (opposiTe

that 1s the only part of the inspira-
tion for Bartels” design. Architecture
has a broad scope,” he explains.
“People in the Northeast have a nar-
row definition of what residential
design can be. I wz I
cliche.” And he has most certa
succeeded.

Partner Chris P
Bartels as a “mad scientist. He looks
at the lot and sees the potential.
Roger draws on his vast knowledge
of architectural history when he’s
thinking about the design.” CFA.
Voysey, a 19th-century British archi-
tect known for his stuccc nes,
was an inspiration, but Bartels
contemporary aesthetic makes this
structure unique. Pagliaro 1s respon-
sible for turning that vision into
reality—he refines every interior
detail to the homeowners’ exact
specificatic

Those efforts paid off—the
Connecticut Home Builder's
Association awarded the structure
sever: including the 2008

HOBI Award for Best Custom

and Architect of the Year to Bartels.
Builder Don Miro claims the design
represented some unusual challenges
for his firm. “Given the enormous
amount of detail in the scaled-down
print, this endeavor was truly

similar to building a Swiss watch,”

says Miro, adding that he was grate-

ful to be a part of the pr
unusual scructural elements, such

as curved walls, conical turrecs chat

tive metalwork and custom doors
demanded the highest level of crafs-
manship from his e:
Bartels f 1
European craftsmen has expanded
the architect’s paletre, especially in
the stucco and meralworking tech-
niques. The decorative metal chim-
ney caps call to mind an oceanliner
and curved meral rail-
ings also » a maricime 1nfluence.
Custom detailing on both the exte-
rior and the interior belie the small
scale of the home. One detail 1n par-
ticular, the four-square pattern found

in the starrcase and 1n the interior

Home to Miro Builders of Westport  doors, is a nod to Charles Rennie

Top) is upholstered in DeLany & Long fabric. Custom doors with the architect's iconic square motif pattern open to the master bedroom. Grand Entry | Interior designer/homeowner Victoria
Gelber repainted and recovered a beloved bench (opposiTe BoTToM) in fabric by Robert Allen. A subtly hued custom silk rug from Mark Inc. Fine Carpets marks the entry hall. See Resources.



THE WETLANDS RESTRICTED THE FOOTPRINT OF THE HOUSE,
BUT IT DID NOT RESTRICT ITS DRAMATIC IMPACT

| The living room décor (LerT) allows the panoramic view of the pond to take
a star turn. The concrete-surfaced fireplace, with the sand-and-stone hues of the furniture
and accessories, complement Mother Nature. A Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams couch and Milo
Baughman vintage club chairs provide seating around the fireplace, while a rug from the
Rug Company defines the space. An Oly bench from Dovecote is a graceful perch for taking
in the view. | Charles Gelber's office in the turret's first floor is a
study in fine woodworking. Two vintage Parisian leather club chairs from Ellen Scarborough

Antiques add to the masculine vibe. See Resources.

Mackintosh. Bartels also admiuts that
the square 15 an casy proportion to
work with, and he uses 1t inside and
out 1n unexpected ways.

The house 15 essentially one room
deep, due to the restrictions of the lot
size and proximity to the water. “But
in a waterfront home, you only want
to be on one side anyway,” explains
Bartels. Its East-West ortentation
provides spectacular sunrise and sun-
set displays. The homeowners take
advantage of their location with two
Adirondack chairs placed strategi-
cally at the shoreline, where they can
view the waterfowl population and
ever-changing scenery of the pond.
A small balcony at the back of the
house also provides an intimate spot
to enjoy the serting,

The scenery nside the house pro-
vides much to look at, as well. The
extensive woodwork, with unusually
curved walls, lends solidiry. Santos
mahogany flooring throughout
allows the eye to sweep through and
follow the curve to the next room.
Bartels” use of white paint through-
out 1s carcfully planned. The white
palette reflects the hight off the water,
making the house glow. The ceilings
are cqually well pla . “The ceiling
15 one of the most important surfaces

of the house. The use of different
woods and treatments define each
space,” says Pagliaro.

The wetlands restricted the foot-
print of the house, but 1t did not
restrict its dramatic impact. “The
house 1s like performance art,” says
homeowner Victoria Gelber. “It has
to be experienced.” She was nvolved
in every step of planning the home’s
decor. Her careful editing of furni-
ture, fabric, art and color graciously
complements what she refers to as
“the geometry” of the house.

Auded by Kathy Groener of K
& D Design, Gelber worked tire-
lessly to introduce just the right
combinations of fabrics, textures and
colors that would not distract from
the home’s architecture. “I had an
obsessed determination to realize the
vision that I had for the interiors,”
Gelber says. “[t must have driven
Kathy batty, but she was unfailingly
gracious, supportive and generous
with her advice and connections.”
Gelber paid close attention to the
derails of Bartels” design and devised
some original solutions. Living room
window seat cushions are covered
in Kravet's Moon Phases fabric; the
circular pattern complements the
four-square pattern in the home’s
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PHOTOGRAPH BY CHARLES GELBER

staircase. 1he eclectic mix of furnish-
ings, n period, style and materials,
adds ro the drama and points ro

the spirit of collaboration between
Gelber and Bartels.

The kitchen 1s one of Gelber's
favorite rooms 1n the house. An
accomplished cook, her well-a
ed workspace includes a convection
oven, traditional oven and a range
top conveniently situated with a
view of the pond. The adjacent fam-
ily room and dining area 1s perfect
for entertaining; guests are able
to enjoy both the interior and the
exterior views, and the cook’s able to
participate, as well.

The pond view 1s given center
stage as you ascend the staurs to the
second floor. A window seat 1s stra-
tegically placed at the top. The three
bedrooms all enjoy water views, but

the antique French soaking tub in
the master bath has pride of place
and provides a peaceful respite. A
glass-walled shower area to the left

of 1t 1s balanced on the other side by
a glass-enclosed water closet. Sinks

on cither side of the doorway are set
into vanities that have the look of
solid furniture.

Bartels’ signature custom doors
give way to the master bedroom,
whose high ceiling 1s puncruated
by yet another maritime element—a
wooden joist supports 1t and adds
an interesting detail. Bur along yet
another curved wall, glamour awaits.
Gelber's sitting room on the second
floor of the turret—her husband’s
office sits below 1t on the first floor—
is a celebration of femininity and a
reflection of her refined sense of style.
A chaise longue was fashioned from
legs she found n a bowling alley; she
had a custom base and cushion made
to complete it. A chandelier made
of seashells adds drama and sparkle
to the room’s neutral palette. Bartels’
unorthodox window height invites
you to sit and enjoy the view.

Gelber perfectly sums up the
experience of living in this water-
front home: “When [ walk 1nto this
house, the immediate feeling that
get 15 one of pure joy."

Glamour Girl | The wife's sitting room on the second floor of the turret (opposiTe) has
an eclectic décor and with a mix of periods and styles. The Oly seashell chandelier from
Dovecote adds sparkle to the neutral fabrics, and pieces such as the vintage vanity table
and stool (asove) add more than a hint of glamour. The window height is an invitation to
sit and enjoy the view. Ahhhhh! | A 19th-century French bateau (top ricHT), strategically

placed to take in the master bath's pond view, is sure to melt away the day’s stress.
Let In The Light | A glass-enclosed shower (ricHT) allows in streams of light from the
center window. The bathroom cabinetry has the solid feel of furniture, with matching
vanities on both sides of the door. See Resources.




